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LOOKING AHEAD 
NOW that the financial skies are brightening, the Club, 


_ incommon with the rest of the world, is feeling the en- 
livening influence of fairer weather. Grateful—and per- 
haps a little surprised—at having weathered the storm, 
it regards the future with confidence and with an impa- 
tient desire to get back on the course and on with the 
journey. So many plans are in prospect and need to be 
imparted to members that this issue of the News-Letter 
might be called the Looking Ahead Number. Readers 
of its pages will hardly fail to observe a sustained note of 
optimism. Thanks to the loyalty of members, who in 
recent months have several times responded valiantly to 
requests for support by the purchase of publications, the 
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Club is once again in reasonably good shape. All is not 
yet smooth sailing, but the worst is over and it is pos- 
sible now to begin planning for the future. What the 
Club hopes to accomplish during the coming months is 
outlined in brief on the following pages. 


‘ob Le) 
THE CRADLE BOOKS) OBRMTHE PACIFIC 


A PRINTING PRESS was introduced into Mexico City 
in 1539 or 154.0; another began operation at Lima, Peru, 
in 1584. These remained the western frontiers of typo- 
graphic art until the 19th Century. On the opposite side 
of the Pacific, at Amacusa, Japan, the Jesuit missionaries 
established a press in 1590. That same year, printing was 
begun at Manila. These were the eastern outposts. The | 
first press in all the vast territory that lay between Mex- 
ico City and Amacusa, between Lima and Manila, was 
that set up by William Ellis on the Island of Eimeo, one 
of the Society Group, in the heart of the South Seas. 
When Ellis, in 1817, printed his first spelling book in 
the Tahitian language, the pioneer missionary press at 
Honolulu was still five years in the future; seventeen 
years were to pass before Zamorano announced the open- 
ing of a printing office in California; twenty-two years 
before type was set and proofs pulled within the limits 
of Oregon Territory.By 1817,printing has advanced only 
to St. Louis on its westward course across the United 
States. To leap the barrier of the plains and the Rockies, 
the printing press doubled the Cape of Good Hope and, 
from the Society Islands, worked eastward to the Sand- 
wich Islands and so to the mainland in California and 
Oregon. 


The story of this almost unknown pioneer press of the 
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South Seas, and of its books—the first produced between 
the Mississippi and the Orient—will be told in detail in 
the Club’s next publication, “Early Polynesian Printing,” 
by George L. Harding, scheduled to appear about No- 
vember 1. The work has been two years in preparation, 
for details of the history of the press and of its now ex- 
tremely rare publications were widely scattered and diffi- 
cult to locate. Curiously, the largest single collection of 
these pioneer Polynesian imprints was brought to Cali- 
fornia by a noted French philologist in 1877; these, now 
owned by a San Franciscan, form the basis of the present 
work. To fill in the gaps in the history of the press, and 
to complete the bibliography, involved world-wide cor- 
respondence. Reports on the imprints in their collections 
were received from practically all the great libraries: the 
British Museum, the Prussian State Library, the Alex- 
ander Turnbull Library, Wellington, the Mitchell Li- 
brary, Sydney, the South African Public Library, Cape 
Town, the Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, the 
New York Public Library, the Library of Congress, and 
others. Research was carried out in the archives of the 
London Missionary Society, in the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, and in the British Museum. Owners of 
private collections in such widely separated places as Syd- 
ney and San Francisco, Honolulu and Oslo, Norway, 
cooperated by reporting on their possessions. 

The result is the first history of the introduction of the 
printing press in the Pacific; the first bibliography of tts 
publications. The work is thorough, authoritative, and 
extremely interesting; an admirable example of historical 
and bibliographical research. Designed and printed by 
The Grabhorn Press, it will be illustrated by numerous 
facsimiles from these cradle books of the Pacific. The 
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edition will probably not exceed 250 copies, or the price 
$5.00. A detailed announcement will be issued shortly — 
before publication, but members who wish to be fore- 
handed may place advance orders now. 
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ANNOUNCING THE MINING TOWNS SERIES 


FOR SEVERAL MONTHS plans have been under 
way for launching a new service that should prove of in- 
terest to every member of the Club. This consists in the 
distribution each month, without charge to members, of a 
rare colored lithograph of one of the famous early Cali- 
fornia mining towns, with accompanying text sketching 
briefly the history and traditions of the town and its vi- 
cinity. While each of these monthly units will be com- 
plete in itself, the entire series of 12, uniform in size, 
will constitute a unique record, both pictorially and in 
text, of life in the placer mines during the most stirring 
period of California’s history. An important added fea- 
ture of the plan is that each unit of the series will be de- 
signed and printed by a different Pacific Coast printer, 
each of whom will have a free hand in the arrangement 
and treatment of text and decoration. Thus the series 
will have the further interest of representing, in effect, 
a cross-section of Western typography. 

The first unit of the California Mining Towns Series 
will probably reach members in October, with others 
following monthly. Members are urged to preserve these 
keepsakes carefully, for it is quite likely that complete 
sets will, in addition to their intrinsic interest, presently 
have a considerable rarity value. On the completion of 
the series, members will be given an opportunity to pur- 
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chase an inexpensive portfolio in which they can be per- 
manently preserved. If the first series proves popular it 
will be followed by others. The subject of a second series 
has been tentatively selected: 12 letters of literary inter- 
est, in facsimile, each ina folder with accompanying text, 
by 12 important Western authors. 
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ALUSE FORA! POST CARD 
By Flodden W. Heron, Chairman, Membership Committee 


THE MOST IMPORTANT immediate objective of 
the Club is to restore the membership to its maximum 
of 500. The benefits members would derive from a full 
roll may not be evident without some explanation. Put 
bluntly, members mean dues, and dues provide the reve- 
nue without which former activities (lectures by noted 
collectors and bibliophiles, exhibitions of fine and rare 
books, the occasional distribution of a free book or pam- 
phlet) cannot be resumed. Nor can the new projects out- 
lined in this issue of the News-Letter be properly main- 
tained. That such activities are vitally affected by the 
size of our membership is obvious; the influence of a full 
membership roll upon the Club’s chief function of pub- 
lishing books may not be so evident, though it is fully 
as important. With 500 members, the Club can safely 
increase the size of its editions, with a consequent sub- 
stantial reduction in the cost per copy. It can deal with 
its printers on a cash basis and thereby obtain, naturally, 
better terms, thus effecting a further reduction in the 
cost of books to members. Moreover, with a full mem- 
bership, the Club can promise the prompt sale of from 
300 to 400 copies of every worthy publication, and so 
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make available important material ideally suited to the 
Club that is now withheld because wider distribution 
cannot be guaranteed, or because a very small edition 
would make the cost per copy too high. 

To complete the membership roll, and to bring the 
Club to its fullest efficiency, should present no insuper- 
able difficulties. On the Pacific Coast are thousands of 
collectors, and other thousands who, because of a natural 
love of books, are potential collectors. What better way 
to stimulate their enthusiasm, to sharpen the pleasures 
that come from the possession of beautiful books, than 
by inducing these to join the Club and share in its ac- 
tivities? The names of several potential members will 
occur to any member who will give the matter a little 
thought. Jot down their names and addresses on the post- 
card enclosed with this issue of the quarterly. If each 
member will cooperate to this extent the roll will be 
filled in a few months, to the substantial benefit alike to 
new members and old. Please give the matter a moment's 
thought and return your postal now. 
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{| The publication of the first number of the News-Letter brought 
a flattering amount of comment from members, all favorable. This 
is pleasant but not altogether deserved, for the quarterly is certainly 
capable of further improvement. Finances permitting, it is planned 
to increase the number of pages in future issues so as to permit the 
publication in each number of one or more papers by members or 
others on some phase of collecting. In the present issue so many 
matters of strictly Club interest had to be brought to the attention 
of members that other material was crowded out. Four months were 
allowed to elapse since the May number; this was to avoid publica- 
tion during midsummer. The next issue will be dated December 1; 
thereafter it will appear at quarterly intervals. 
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by Albert M. Bender, Chairman, Publication Committee 


SINCE THE LAST ISSUE of the News-Letter, the 
Club has brought out two books, both of which were 
well received by members. William Marion Reedy’s fa- 
mous tribute to San Francisco, “The City That Has 
Fallen,” appeared early in June from the press of Johnck 
and Seeger. The interest of its subject-matter, the at- 
tractiveness of its printing, and the fact that it sold for 
$1.00 per copy (a “new low” for Club publications) 
combined to make it popular with members. Less than 
100 of the edition of 350 remain. 

Early in August the Club published Charles Warren 
Stoddard’s “Diary of a Visit to Molokai,” printed by 
The Grabhorn Press. Half the edition of this strikingly 
handsome little volume was sold within two weeks from 
the date of mailing the announcements. At the rate or- 
ders, and reorders, are being received, it now seems cer- 
tain that few copies will remain when this number of 
the quarterly appears. To every member who has not 
obtained a copy, the Publication Committee recommends 
prompt action; only 250 copies were printed and these 
unquestionably will be sold very soon. 

Unfortunately, it has been found necessary to post- 
pone the publication of “The Everett Letters to Dame 
Shirley,” announced in the May number of the News- 
Letter. It is hoped that this important work will appear 
before the end of the year. An announcement stating 
definitely the price and the publication date will reach 
members in due course. Meantime, the Club has on file 
a considerable number of advance orders, received as a 
result of the original announcement. 
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It has been suggested that the more recent members 
will be interested to learn more about the earlier publi- 
cations than can be given in the check lists which are 
issued from time to time. One such publication will, 
accordingly, be described in each issue of the quarterly. 
Here we shall comment briefly on Sir Richard Burton's 
“The Kasidah,” printed by John Henry Nash in a hand- 
some quarto in 1919. Few members know that, though 
at least half a dozen others have since appeared, this was 
the first fine edition of “The Kasidah.” T. J. Cobden- 
Sanderson, founder of the Doves Press and a close friend 
of Sir Richard Burton, examined a copy shortly after its 
publication and wrote warmly in its praise. The late 
Dr. Morris Jastrow, learned Orientalist of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, congratulated the Club on having 
“given this striking poem, which has all the flavor of 
the East, a truly sumptuous setting.” Some years ago, a 
copy was presented, with appropriate ceremonies, to Ma- 
hatma Gandhi! “The Kasidah” is printed from Caslon 
type, hand-set, on French hand-made paper and is bound 
in striking marbled boards with an antique vellum back. 
The introduction is by Dr. Aurelia Henry Reinhardt, 
the decorations by Dan Sweeney. Slightly more than 100 
of the edition of 500 copies remain. The price is $8.00. 
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q] At the August meeting of the Directors, William C. Van Antwerp 
was elected a member of the Board to fill a vacancy caused by the 
resignation of Dr. George D. Lyman. A collector of genuine distinc- 
tion (his collection of Scott first editions is one of the finest in the 
world) and a sound judge of literary values, Mr. Van Antwerp’s 
long experience and wise counsel will be of much value in shaping 
future policies and activities of the Club. 


